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appeal from a denial of a request made 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 
The envelope in which the application 
is sent must be prominently marked 
with the letters ‘‘FOIA.’’ If these re-
quirements are not met, the twenty 
day limit described in § 502.10 will not 
begin to run until the application has 
been identified as an application under 
the Freedom of Information Act and 
has been received by the Office of In-
formation and Privacy of the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

(c) Whenever it is to be determined 
necessary, the person making the re-
quest may be required to furnish addi-
tional information, or proof of factual 
allegations and other proceedings ap-
propriate in the circumstances may be 
ordered. 

(d) The decision not to disclose a 
record under this part is considered to 
be a withholding for the purposes of 5 
U.S.C. 552(a)(3).

§ 502.13 Exemptions. 
In the event any document or record 

requested hereunder should contain 
material which is exempt from disclo-
sure under this section, any reasonably 
segregable portion of the record will, 
notwithstanding that fact, and to the 
extent feasible, be provided to any per-
son requesting it, after deletion of the 
portions which are exempt under this 
section. Documents or records deter-
mined to be exempt from disclosure 
hereunder may nonetheless be provided 
upon request in the event it is deter-
mined that the provision of the docu-
ment would not violate the public in-
terest or the right of any person to 
whom the information may pertain, 
and the disclosure is not prohibited by 
law or Executive Order. The following 
categories of records are exempt from 
disclosure under the provisions of 5 
U.S.C. 552(b): 

(a) Records which are specifically re-
quired by Executive Order to be kept 
secret in the interest of national de-
fense or foreign policy and are in fact 
properly classified pursuant to such 
Executive Order. This exception may 
apply to records in the custody of the 
Commission which have been trans-
mitted to the Commission by another 
agency which has designated the record 
as nonpublic under Executive Order. 

(b) Records related solely to the in-
ternal personnel rules and practices of 
the Commission. 

(c) Records specifically exempted 
from disclosure by statute. 

(d) Information given in confidence. 
This includes information obtained by 
or given to the Commission which con-
stitutes confidential commercial or fi-
nancial information, privileged infor-
mation, or other information which 
was given to the Commission in con-
fidence or would not customarily be re-
leased by the person from whom it was 
obtained. 

(e) Inter-agency or intra-agency 
memoranda or letters which would not 
be available by law to a private party 
in litigation with the Commission. 
Such communications include inter-
agency memoranda, drafts, staff 
memoranda transmitted to the Com-
mission, written communications be-
tween the Commission and its staff re-
garding the preparation of Commission 
decisions, other documents received or 
generated in the process of issuing a 
decision or regulation, and reports and 
other work papers of staff attorneys, 
accountants, and investigators. 

(f) Personnel and medical files and 
similar files, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy. 

(g) Records or information compiled 
for law enforcement purposes, but only 
to the extent that the production of 
such law enforcement records or infor-
mation: 

(1) Could reasonably be expected to 
interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings; 

(2) Would deprive a person of a right 
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudica-
tion; 

(3) Could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy; 

(4) Could reasonably be expected to 
disclose the identity of a confidential 
source, including a state, local or for-
eign agency or authority or any pri-
vate institution which furnished infor-
mation on a confidential basis and, in 
the case of a record or information 
compiled by a criminal law enforce-
ment authority in the course of a 
criminal investigation, or by an agency 
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conducting a lawful security intel-
ligence investigation, information fur-
nished by a confidential source; 

(5) Would disclose techniques and 
procedures for law enforcement inves-
tigations or prosecutions if such disclo-
sure could reasonably be expected to 
risk circumvention of the law; or 

(6) Could reasonably be expected to 
endanger the life or physical safety of 
any individual.

§ 502.14 Fees for services. 
The following provisions shall apply 

in the assessment and collection of fees 
for services rendered in processing re-
quests for disclosure of Commission 
records under this part. 

(a) Fee for duplication of records: $0.15 
per page. 

(b) Search and review fees: 
(1) Searches for records by clerical 

personnel—$3.00 per quarter hour, in-
cluding time spent searching for and 
copying any record. 

(2) Search for and review of records 
by professional and supervisory per-
sonnel—$6.00 per quarter hour spent 
searching for any record or reviewing a 
record to determine whether it may be 
disclosed, including time spent in copy-
ing any record. 

(c) Certification and validation fee: 
$1.00 for each certification, validation 
or authentication of a copy of any 
record. 

(d) Imposition of fees: 
(1) Commercial use requests—Where 

a request appears to seek disclosure of 
records for a commercial use, the re-
quester shall be charged for the time 
spent by Commission personnel in 
searching for the requested record and 
in reviewing the record to determine 
whether it should be disclosed, and for 
the cost of each page of duplication. 
Commercial use is defined as a use or 
purpose that furthers the commercial, 
trade or profit interests of the re-
quester or the person on whose behalf 
the request is made. The request also 
must reasonably identify the records 
sought. 

(2) Requests from representatives of 
news media—Where a request seeks dis-
closure of records to a representative 
of the news media, the requester shall 
be charged only for the actual duplica-
tion cost of the records and only to the 

extent that the number of duplications 
exceeds 100 pages; provided, however, 
that the request must reasonably de-
scribe the records sought, and it must 
appear that the records are for use by 
the requester in such person’s capacity 
as a news media representative. ‘‘Rep-
resentative of the news media’’ refers 
to any person actively gathering news 
for an entity that is organized and op-
erated to publish or broadcast news to 
the public. The term news means infor-
mation that is about current events or 
that would be of current interest to the 
public. A ‘‘freelance’’ journalist not ac-
tually employed by a news organiza-
tion shall be eligible for inclusion 
under this category if the person can 
demonstrate a solid basis for expecting 
publication by a news organization. 

(3) Requests from educational and 
non-commercial scientific institu-
tions—Where a request seeks disclosure 
of records to an educational or non-
commercial scientific institution, the 
requester shall be charged only for the 
actual duplication cost of the records 
and only to the extent that the number 
of duplications exceeds 100 pages; pro-
vided, however, that the request must 
reasonably describe the records sought 
and it must appear that the records are 
to be used by the requester in further-
ance of its educational or non-commer-
cial scientific research programs. 
‘‘Educational institution’’ refers to a 
preschool, a public or private elemen-
tary or secondary school, or an institu-
tion of undergraduate, graduate, pro-
fessional or vocational education, 
which operates a program or programs 
of scholarly research. ‘‘Non-commer-
cial scientific institution’’ refers to an 
institution that is not operated on a 
‘‘commercial’’ basis, within the mean-
ing of paragraph (d)(1) of this section 
and which is operated solely for the 
purpose of conducting scientific re-
search, the results of which are not in-
tended to promote any particular prod-
uct or industry. 

(4) All other requests—Where a re-
quest seeks disclosure of records to a 
person or entity other than one coming 
within paragraphs (d) (1), (2) and (3) of 
this section, the requester shall be 
charged the full cost of search and du-
plication. However, the first two hours 
of search time and the first 100 pages of 
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